LANXESS at Pollutec 2010, November 30 to December 3, Lyon,  Hall 8, Stand H 277

Lewatit ion exchange resins today for the water problems of tomorrow


Leverkusen – Specialty chemicals group LANXESS will showcase its high-performance range of Lewatit ion exchange resins at Pollutec 2010 in Lyon from November 30 to December 3. The focus of the group’s presentation at this international trade fair for water, air, noise and waste technology is on products for wastewater treatment. The Ion Exchange Resins business unit will share its stand at the fair with Ocene, its local distribution partner in France. 

Particular attention will center on the modified hybrid adsorber Lewatit FO 36 for selective arsenic removal from drinking water and Lewatit MonoPlus TP 207. This chelating resin is used, for example, for the removal of heavy metals in process water and wastewater treatment. This premium product has already proved its worth in practice. For example, a French metal industry supplier, whose wastewater exhibited excessive levels of nickel, was spared having to pay a fine by applying Lewatit MonoPlus TP 207 and opting for technical support from LANXESS experts. This action reduced the concentration of nickel to a safe level well below the specified legal limit.

LANXESS produces ion exchange resins and special adsorber resins for around 500 different applications. These products play an important role in alleviating a wide range of water problems. The use of ion exchange resins offers excellent potential for the future, particularly in light of global developments such as drinking water shortages and rising energy demand. Jean-Marc Vesselle, head of the Ion Exchange Resins business unit, said: “We are using our many years of experience and targeted investments to meet the challenges thrown up by growing urbanization. Lewatit is an integrated solution concept comprising products and application engineering advice. Our sales and production sites are ideally positioned to supply fast-growing heavily populated areas. Strategic investments in Jhagadia and in Bitterfeld are enabling us to meet the rising demand for ion exchange resins and membrane filtration products.” In total, the group invests EUR 50 million at its Jhagadia site and EUR 30 million to develop and produce membrane filtration technology at its site in Bitterfeld. This new plant is scheduled to be taken into operation for a pilot and development phase at the end of this year. According to current planning, the first products should be launched on the market in 2011.

In the future, the new ion exchange resin facility in Jhagadia will supplement the two production sites in Germany. The new plant in Gujarat in Western India will be officially opened on December 2, 2010. It will have an annual capacity of 35,000 metric tons and be the most state-of-the-art facility of its kind in Asia. The grades manufactured there are earmarked in particular for the production of ultrapure water for the pharmaceutical industry, semiconductor production, industrial water treatment, the food industry and energy generation. “Our new plant in Jhagadia is being taken into operation at just the right time, because it perfectly complements the existing production network in Leverkusen und Bitterfeld,” said Vesselle to underline the importance of the prompt completion of the project.

The Lewatit product range is ideal for very many areas of application in water and wastewater treatment. Important parameters for plant operators include lower chemical and energy consumption, a high operating capacity and a reduction in wastewater. Moreover, the cost of investment in new plants is cut by reducing container dimensions and optimizing resin volumes. Detailed information on LANXESS’
ion exchange resin range can be found at www.lewatit.com. 

The Ion Exchange Resins business unit is part of LANXESS’ Performance Chemicals segment, which achieved total sales of EUR 1,530 million in 2009. 


LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 5.06 billion in 2009 and currently around 14,500 employees in 23 countries. The company is represented at 42 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of plastics, rubber, intermediates and specialty chemicals.

Leverkusen, 	November 26, 2010
bol		(2010-00197e)


Forward-Looking Statements
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by LANXESS AG management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates given here. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments.

Information for editors: 
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at http://corporate.lanxess.de/en/media/press-releases/.  Recent photos of the Board of Management and other LANXESS image material are available at http://fotos.lanxess.de/index_en.html. The latest TV footage, audiofiles and podcasts can be found at http://corporate.lanxess.com/en/media/audio-video/. 

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at http://webmagazine.lanxess.com. 



